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of real life pervading it conquered all opposition. To this
day that first work of social criticism has not been forgiven
*Strindberg by the official guardians of Swedish literature.

After a while Strindberg threw himself with passion into
the study of Swedish history. One of the results was a dar-
ing work named "The Swedish People," which is still, next
to the Bible, the most read book among the Swedes in this
country. He wrote also a series of short stories on histori-
cal themes which combined artistic value with a truly re-
markable insight into the life of by-gone days. This series
was named "Swedish Events and Adventures." About the
same time he administered some scathing strictures on social
and political conditions in a volume of satirical essays en-
titled "The New Kingdom."

His plays from this period include "The Secret of the
Guild" and "Sir Bengt's Lady," both historical dramas of
romantic nature. To these must be added his first fairy
play, "The Wanderings of Lucky-Per," concerning which he
declared recently that it was meant for children only and must
not be counted among his more serious efforts. But this play
has from the start been a great favourite with the public, com-
bining in its rapidly moving scenes something of a modern
"Everyman" and not a little of a Swedish "Peer Gynt."

After he had resigned from the Royal Library and retired
to Switzerland for the purpose of devoting all his time to
writing, he produced the volume of short stories, "Marriage,"
which led him up to the first turning point in his artistic career.
It dealt with modern marital conditions in a manner meant
to reveal the economic reefs on which so many unions are
wrecked. His attitude toward women had already become
critical in that work, but it was not yet hostile.

The book was confiscated. Criminal proceedings were
brought against its publisher. The charge was that it spoke